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Office of Inventory, Monitoring, and Evaluation advances mission-critical efforts 
to document and track park resources
By Gary Williams

For the National Park Service the words inventory and monitoring

in recent years have come to mean that it has reached a critical water-

shed in how it goes about managing the incredibly diverse and wide-

spread natural resources entrusted to its care: with high-quality scien-

tific information. The importance of these functions for realizing the

mission of the National Park Service cannot be overstated. Knowing

exactly which plants and animals inhabit the parks, where they occur,

and in what numbers, as well as the condition of the natural systems

they rely on, is the only reasonable starting point for making a broad

array of management decisions. The Office of Inventory, Monitoring,

and Evaluation (OIME) oversees inventory and monitoring programs

throughout the National Park Service, including assisting parks,

regions, and other NPS offices with the acquisition of natural

resource inventory and monitoring information and its application in

management decision making and resource protection. In 2005 the

National Park Service advanced monitoring and inventory efforts,

assembling 1,750 data sets and completing monitoring plans for more

than 100 parks. A comprehensive planning effort to manage NPS

information systems was also initiated in 2005.

The Inventory and Monitoring Program component of the office

provides park managers with information about what they manage

(through inventories) and the condition of the resources they manage

(through monitoring) so that good decisions can be made about

actions that affect those natural resources. The program, which began

in the early 1990s, has expanded greatly as a result of Natural

Resource Challenge funding increases. In FY 2000, the National Park

Service organized 270 natural resource parks into a system of 32 net-

works to provide an efficient means of carrying out expanded inven-

tory and monitoring activities. Park networks will develop and imple-

ment programs to monitor the most critical “vital signs,” which are

measurable indicators of park ecosystem health.

Six new monitoring networks came online with FY 2006 funding, bringing the
total number of funded networks to 30 (green); 2 networks (gray) are proposed
for funding in FY 2007 and would complete the planned system of 32 monitoring
networks. Altogether, 270 parks have been organized into 32 networks that share

staff and other resources for documenting the status and trends of park natural
resources in support of management decision making and resource protection. 
On 30 September 2005, 12 networks (stars) completed their monitoring plans and
began to implement vital signs monitoring in their member parks.

In 2005 the National Park Service advanced monitoring
and inventory efforts, assembling 1,750 data sets and
completing monitoring plans for more than 100 parks.
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